[Incidence of cholesterol embolisms in 70 atheromatous patients hospitalized for cardiovascular evaluation].
Cholesterol crystal embolization must be considered in all atheromatous patients hospitalized for cardiovascular evaluation. Because this is a difficult and often belated diagnosis, between June 1989 and June 1990 a prospective study was conducted on 70 patients. Clinical monitoring, including examination of the fundus oculi, was performed before, and on the 5th day of cardiovascular investigations. The incidence of systemic emboli (12.8%) detected in this way corresponds to that reported in rare published series. Funduscopy is a simple, rapid and little expensive examination which should improve the investigative procedures and point to the best treatment.